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supyect: GHC Position Concer ing Use of Special Forces 


In October, 1957, when MAAG was authorized to begin the training 
of 3000 "Special Forces" of the GRC, the Embassy was instructed to 
inform the GRC that our understanding was that these forces would be 
subject to the provisions of the Mutual Defense Treaty and other 
understandings concerning the employment of GRC forces. Ina 
later conversation, George Yeh told Pilcher that he "would like to 
reserve the GRC position regarding the employment of the Special 
Forces.'' We asked the Imbassy's view as to what George Yeh had in 
mind in making this statment and Pilcher hag replied in a letter 
dated January 31 (attached) that the Embassy considers the 
implications of his remarks to be: 1) the GRC does not consider the 
existing understandings and restraints on the GRC use of force as 
automatically and necessarily applicable to the Special Forces; and, 
2) the GRC hopes at some time in the future to work out with the US 
a separate set of criteria and understandings regarding the use of 
the Special Forces. 


The letter goes on to say that the GRC apparently considers seth 
the 3000 Special Forces and the paratroopers whose training 
President Chiang proposed to Under Sécretary Herter would be used for 
the purpose of intensifying guerrilla activities on the mainland. 
The Embassy considers Chiang's approach to Mr. Herter as having been 
intended primarily to secure United States agreement to 
intensifying guerrilla activity on the mainland and only secondarily 
to obtain assistance in training paratroops for this purpose. 


As the training of the Special Forces approaches completion and 
the Chinese program for training paratroops (independently of MAAG) 
is further developed, we should be prepared tor renened efTorts on 
the part of the Chinese to obtain our agreement to the use of these 
forces against the mainland. 
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Letter from James 3. Pilcher 
dated January 31, 1958, 
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